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Customer Reviews

Algebra book

A textbook is only good as its author, and Ron Larson knows how to write and teach. | wanted to
take Calc, but | needed a precalc refresher, so | bought this. The problems are worked out, the
diagrams are clear and altogether, and there’s not too much fluff, although the design and layout is
visuallyenticing. Larson has written several math books, including a calc textbook. Before buying
this, | owned Swokowski’s Algebra and Trig textbook, which is way too formal. | compared some
chapters on how it defined certain concepts, and Larson won every time, while Swokowski buried
everything in the most formal formulas x/a (a>0), f(x)= x/a(a1, a2, a3...)...which was way too
rigorous and review like, and lacking in instruction.Oh, and the problem key has the answer to

EVERY single problem, and there are tons of them. Very happy with this purchase!

| had originally taken a precalculus course at a community college and used a different book from
this one. In addition to using an inferior book, the instructor also decided to skip over trigonometry
altogether. It was mainly due to this fact that | decided to pick up this book and learn trig on my own

(as well as review algebra) as | entered calculus and found the need for it absolutely essential, and



I’'m glad | did. The book is laid out in a very reader-friendly format, which tends to be rare with
mathematics textbooks. Each chapter is concise, the examples given are formatted to give a true
representation of the end-of-chapter questions. The book does not assume that "the other half" of
the information presented is being explained by an instructor, keeping each chapter-section
self-contained and easily understood. This is exactly the book | wish I'd had years ago when |
began toying with the idea of self-study to prepare for calculus placement tests, and certainly the
book | wish I'd had when | took precalculus. I'll be keeping this book, along with the solutions guide,
on my bookshelf permanently as a reference book for my calculus classes and beyond.I did not get
a chance to try out the companion-software on the CD-ROM, so | cannot give a fair review of it. |
can, however, recommend this book to students wanting to do self-study, those wanting a
supplement to their existing precalculus textbook, and to teachers looking for a text to use in their

classes. Now, if only my calculus textbook was as clear and concise, I'd be in great shape. . .

| would think that annotations mean explanations; but, it’s just group suggestions. Even when a

problem asks for an explanation there’s no explanation in the back. It's a good book for a student;

but, not for an instructor.

Just what | needed to span the distance between Algebra and Calc.

Great review book.

great!

This is a great text for precalc- lots of practice problems, and good examples.

Great condition, practically new. Crisp and clean pages. Looks untouched. Which would also be the

case if | was to resell it, since i barely touched it haha, come on, it's Precal..
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